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What’s involved in becoming a Covid Cairns diarist 

We want to capture the strength of the Cairns community during this strange time and we need your help 
to do it. Become a part of the region’s collective memory by putting pen to paper and keeping a diary for 
the duration of the pandemic’s presence in Cairns. Tell us about the changes in your home or 
professional life; study or school life; creative or spiritual life. Reflect on how you see Covid-19 impacting 
on the community around you. 

We are interested in the positive changes you make, see and feel, as well as the challenges and fears 
associated with Covid-19. Nothing will be shared without your consent so please be candid about your 
thoughts, fears, joys and observations.  

How do I join in? 

Collect your thoughts, experiences and reactions in a paper diary, no larger than A4. Please date your 
entries and write as little or as much as you like. We will guide you along the way as the pandemic 
continues to evolve and to help keep you eager and keen to keep writing – even if the days at home 
seem drab and endless. Or maybe staying home has given you the opportunity to read that book, do that 
jigsaw puzzle, crochet a toy, meet your neighbour or discover gardening – let us know about it! 

How much do I write? 

As much or as little as you want. What is more important is that you commit to writing every week for the 
duration of the Covid-19 experience. Even if it is only a sentence, we are asking for a weekly entry. 

Can I include photos or drawings? 

Anything you want to include as your record of this event. Poems, recipes, kids drawing, letters you 
receive from family or friends, shopping lists – anything you think relevant can be part of your diary. 

Don’t send to us 

Keep your diary with you, please don’t send us your diaries until we are ready to receive them. 

What happens now? 

Get writing! Grab yourself a diary (or make one!) and jot down the date and tell us about what’s going on 
for you right now. Here are some prompt questions that might help you with the flow of a diary or to 
knock out writer’s block: 

• what are you doing at home to keep yourself entertained?  
• What are you looking forward to getting back to when this is all over?  
• How long do you think the pandemic will last?



 

2 
 

• Are you doing something at the moment that you wouldn’t normally do? Learning to knit, baking 
more, gardening, learning a new skill, using skype or zoom for the first time? 
 

I’m in – how does it work? 

Below are a series of conditions that are a part of participating in this project. We want you to be sure 
you really want to commit to keeping your diary for the length of the project. Read through the conditions 
and make sure you’re comfortable with the idea. 

At the end of this period, the Cairns Museum will prepare an exhibition based on the local experience of 
Covid-19 in Cairns. We will use elements of the diaries for this exhibition. We will check any use of the 
diary with you first. 

Cairns Museum will also offer for registered participants to deposit their diaries for assessment by our 
curatorial team. Your thoughts on Covid could be captured and collected forever.  

 

 

Conditions of participating 

1. I can commit to keeping a diary and making a minimum of one entry per week for the duration of 
the Covid-19 experience in Cairns. 

2. I consent to being contacted by the Cairns Museum during the course of the Covid Cairns 
project. 

3. I am willing to be interviewed at the conclusion of the project by the Cairns Museum, if required. 

4. I agree that the Cairns Museum may exhibit my diary, in whole or in part, as part of an exhibition 
about Covid-19 in Cairns, provided my permission is sought and obtained during the exhibition 
development process. 

5. I understand that the Covid Cairns Archive will be curated and managed by the Cairns Museum 
and the Cairns Historical Society and that my diary may not ultimately be selected for inclusion. 

  


